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CERTIFICATE OF MERIT NEWSLETTER

August 2009

CM Information Chair: Judi Sands-Pertel, Jspmidi@aol.com
October Newsletter deadline – September 30, 2009



2009-2010 CM CALENDAR

Registration

September 15
Database open for registration

October 1–31
Evaluator Choice Form posted at teacher’s home page

November 15
11:59PM Database closed for Registration for all branches. Branches may not make their own registration deadline. 

No late registration.

November 16
Fees, one teacher one check, must be submitted directly to the Branch Chair and must be postmarked no later than November 16.

Work Contracts (if you have them) MUST also be submitted at this time!

December 15
Branch CM fees due to State Office 

Check from Branch to State Office for the branch CM fees must be postmarked by 12/15 or a 1% late fee will be imposed.

Enter Evaluation Information Online

January 2
Database open for entering evaluation information and repertoire online 

Note: Individual branch will set its own deadline for teachers to

enter evaluation information online 

January 10
Deadline for Panel Strings South and Piano South and North Regionals students to enter repertoire online. 

January 15
Deadline for Panel students to drop back to Non-Panel status

CM Evaluation Dates

Feb. 20 –Apr. 3
Branch CM Evaluations North and South

Note: Teachers check with your Branch Chair for your branch’s evaluation dates

Panel Regionals

Feb. 20 –21
- Piano Panel Regional North

- Strings Panel Regional South Tentative
Feb. 27 –28
- Piano Panel Regional North 

Feb. 27 –28
- Piano Panel Regional South

March 6 –7
- Piano Panel Regional South

March 14

Panel applicants complete theory tests at their own branch

Panel Finals

March 15

Deadline for Panel Final Application. No late application.

Mar. 19–21

Panel Finals South 



3/19–21: Piano


3/20 Winds (North and South) & Voice (North and South)


3/21 Strings (North and South) 

March 27–28
Panel Finals North (Piano) 

Convention

April 15     

- Deadline for Convention Applications. No late application. 


- Deadline to apply for Make up Procedures High School Students only

April 30–May 2
CM Council meeting

May 15
- Deadline for Completion of Make Up Procedure (MUP) Evaluations– High School Students only

- Early Bird registration for Convention

June 1
- Convention recitals schedules posted on the state website 

Go to Convention 2010, click on Student Performance Information
       
- Deadline to enter MUP results. Database closes after June 1
July 2–July 6
Convention at Los Angeles Airport Marriott. 


2010 Convention Theme:


Our 100th Convention: A Century of Education and Service
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Dear CM Chairs:

The past two years I have enjoyed being the Information Chair. 

This is my last CM Newsletter as the outgoing Information Chair.

For the next two years, I will be devoting all of my time and energy on the State Board as the State Treasurer.

Judi Sands-Pertel is the new Information Chair. You will be in good hands with Judi. 

Thank you for all of your support and good work for MTAC. 

Sincerely,

Amy Chen-Huey Martin

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Dear CM Chairs:

It’s hard to believe that another CM year is about to start.  The CM Council has been going non-stop since convention to get everything up and running before our year begins in September.   

The new 2009 –2010 policies are now posted at MTAC.org.  They will also be included in the Membership Directory.  The policies have been pared down to three pages as all procedural items have been removed.   The procedures will be listed as a separate document and posted later next month.  

Below are two new items to inform your teachers about.  First are the procedures for the new Remain at Level system.  Second is a checklist that teachers will need to be prepared for when they first log on to their teacher home page.  Details below!  Also, check out the sample Keyboard Evaluation form on the last page of the newsletter.  

Thanks for everything you do … please remember that the council is here to support you!

Take care, 

Karen S. Becker

CM Coordinator

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

New Certificate of Merit Remain at Level Procedure

· Beginning with 2010 CM evaluations, students who receive RAL or fail the written theory test will not be allowed to proceed to the next level until they pass Path A of the same level.

· Students must pass Path A of the failed level before proceeding.

· Even if the student skips CM for one or more years after receiving the RAL or failing theory, he or she must take the same Path A level again and pass before proceeding.  

· Once a student passes both parts of the Path A evaluation, he or she may skip to any level for which he or she is prepared. 
· The new Performance rating, Ineligible for Certificate, will be used for students who give a proficient evaluation, but who have non-performance related issues such as:

· Incorrect repertoire categories

· Advanced Level same composer for Etude and one other piece

· Played technique from incorrect syllabus

· Students who receive Ineligible for Certificate may advance to next level

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

New issues for CM 2010 registration

The first time you go online to register students, you will be prompted to check a series of reminders:

· I am the primary teacher of all registered students

· I am aware of each of the following:

· If a student receives Remain at Level or fails theory, that student must repeat the same Path A level 

· Evaluators’ decisions are final

· All CM registration deadlines are final

· Students who bring photocopies to CM evaluations will receive an automatic RAL

· I am familiar with my branch CM work policy

· I have read and understand CM Policy (available at www.mtac.org, and printed in the state directory)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Also new for CM 2010 registration

· A preliminary Remain at Level check will be implemented as a prelude for next year. If a student received a RAL for CM2009 and they register for a higher level for CM2010, a note will be presented to the teacher. The note will say that this student will be registered for the CM this year (CM2010) but next year (CM2011) that student would be prevented from registering for a higher level. 
· Birthdates for all students are now required.

· Teachers will be required to indicate that they have read and accept the CM Policy. The acceptance page will be presented when the teacher first registers a student for CM2010

· All CM Chairs must be members of the Yahoo cmchairs group. If not, send an email to Lowell Webster at lwebster@redshift.com
· The Evaluator Availability form will have the same process as last year – all signups on line, with no PDF forms used.

Reminders;

Branch chairs should contact their CM Chair Computer Support Representative (CCSR) for any problems and questions according to the following list.

Branch names from A – L: Peggy Taylor (peggy09876@yahoo.com) 

Branch names from M – San Diego County: Melissa Mandeville (Msmelisma@surewest.net) 

Branch names from San Fernando – Yolo: Judi Sands-Pertel (Jspmidi@aol.com)

1) Please change your branch password to the CM Database by August 15. Please make it a policy to change it at least once a year.  

2) Chairs can get a file of all of the passwords for teachers in their branch from August 15 to September 15 from the Reports link on the Branch home page.

3) CM registration will open on September 15, 2009 and close on November 15, 2009 at 11:59 pm. For more information go to the Teacher/Chair help page at http://www.mtac.org/programs/CMregistrationhelp/index.shtml
4) Reminder that teachers will no longer be able to delete students that will not be reenrolled. If a student is reenrolled and then the decision is made to not participate in CM before 11/15, then the reenrolled check box on the registration page must be unchecked. Students that are reenrolled from last year or are newly enrolled will be registered for CM. Teachers will be charged for all students that have the reenrolled box checked.
5) Teachers must inform chairs about high school students that are transferring teachers. CM Chairs are instructed how to change a student’s teacher from within the branch and to tell their CCSR to change a student’s teacher outside of the branch.

6) Teachers should enter text in “normal” case for names. Normal case is only the first letter of each first/last name is capitalized. Example: Amadeus Mozart. 

7) When a High School student in grades 10 to 12 is registered, please make sure that their participation years are accurate as displayed on the registration form. If not, note the year, current student ID, old student ID, previous teacher and year missing. Send this information to your branch chair they will forward it to their CCSR. Sometimes the discrepancy is a result of some branches not entering evaluation results online for high school students in past years. We continue to work to make the participation year data accurate.

Lowell Webster – Database

Strings


    For all branches in the South -- Please confirm the CM Strings Chair in your branch by having him/her send an email to Tammy Tsai, CM Strings Chair South at tammystsai@yahoo.com by September 1, 2009.  Please include your 

·     Branch Name

·     Branch String Chair's name

·     Branch String Chair's email address & phone number
·     Date & location of your strings evaluations
CM Wind News

Please note the update to the Convention Festival Guidelines:

Festival Recital Time Requirements:

Levels 1-7: 5 minute time limit

*New*
Levels 8-Adv.: may exceed 5 minutes upon written approval from the 

CM Wind Chair North or South

To obtain written approval you must go through the appropriate line of communication.

· The teacher must contact his or her CM Branch Chair or Branch Wind Chair with the following information:

1) Student’s Name

2) Student ID Number

3) Name and Composer of Convention Piece

4) Exact Timing of the piece

· The CM Branch Chair or Branch Wind Chair will contact the North or South CM Wind Chair with the information provided by the teacher.

· The CM Wind Chair will send written letter of approval to the teacher.

· The written letter of approval must be present at the student’s evaluation and accompany the judge’s scores.

Michelle Rumley


Kim Zamjahn

CM Wind Chair, South

CM Wind Chair, North

CM Wind South Notice

For all branches in the South -- Please confirm the CM Wind Chair in your branch by having him/her send an email to Michelle Rumley, CM Wind Chair, South at michellrumley@sbcglobal.net by September 1, 2009.  Please include your 

·     Branch Name

·     Branch Wind Chair's name

·     Branch Wind Chair's email address & phone number

·     Date & location of your CM wind evaluations 

Thank you,

Michelle Rumley

CM Wind Chair, South

Q & A

Question #1:  I noticed a contradiction in the syllabus. Level 10 (piano) has listed MacDowell Etudes op 39.  In the repertoire pages, but then in the list of etudes eligible for level 10 (page 94), those pieces should be deleted according to the "addendum". What to do?

Answer:  The MacDowell Etudes Op. 39, were removed as a set from the Etude list because some of the Etudes in the set are too easy for Advanced Level.  In the Advanced Repertoire List you will notice that Only #4, #7, #11, #12 , Intermezzo are allowed.  So, a student may play one of these listed numbers from the repertoire list as a Syllabus choice or as remaining repertoire, but may not count any of them as an Etude.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Question #2:

How are students chosen for the Convention Intermediate Master Class?

Answer:

Students for the Intermediate Master Classes are chosen from a pool of students in the intermediate levels 4-5-6. These students must have an excellent on Technique and Sight Reading, a 5+ rating on the convention piece and above 90% on their theory test. From this pool of students an equal mix of North/South students and a variety of repertoire from different historical periods is considered. In addition, any special requests from the master teacher such as composer or level are taken into account. 

From this limited pool of students calls are made to teachers beginning with the students with the highest theory score who are eligible in all other areas. Sometimes teachers feel their students are not ready to play in a master class. Theory test scores are used until the required number of students is found.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Question #3:  Can I still use the Harris Celebration Series, Piano Odyssey, now that the new Celebration Series, Perspectives is available?
Answer:  Yes, you may still use the Celebrations Series, Piano Odyssey until the next syllabus revision.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
CM COUNCIL 2009 – 2010

Karen S. Becker, Coordinator

keys2muzc@msn.com
Julie Johnson, 

Assistant Coordinator
juliepiano@sbcglobal.net
Lowell Webster, 

Database and Branch Fast Scheduling
lwebster@redshift.com
Judi Sands-Pertel, Information Chair, Training Liaison, CCSR *
jspmidi@aol.com
Lee Galloway, Public Relations / Recording Secretary

lee@leegalloway.com
Nancy Daggett Jensen,

Panel Chair North
nanchopin@sbcglobal.net
Rosemary Yang, 

Panel Chair South

weiyang168@aol.com

Vera Hoalim, 

Regional Panel Chair South

organve@sbcglobal.net
Kihae Kim-DeFazio,

String Panel Chair South

kihae@att.net
Nicole A. Burns, 

Young Artist Guild Chair

burnspianostudio@aol.com

Tina Carter, Evaluator Chair North: Training & Recruiting

Branch Chair Liaison

cm.tcarter@yahoo.com
Lisa Stokes,

Evaluator Chairs North: Scheduling

sstokes@pacbell.net

Peggy Taylor, Evaluator Chair South: Training & Recruiting / Branch Chair Liaison / CCSR *

peggy09876@yahoo.com
Lily C. Lee, Evaluator Chair South: Scheduling

lilylovespiano@yahoo.com
Mark S. Mendez, New Materials Recital Chair

mendez_mark@att.net
Sue Scofield, Festival Recital Chair

jandsscofield@earthlink.net
Ryan Huo, Ensemble/Theme Recital Chair 

ryanhuo@hotmail.com
Lori Jensen, 

Strings Chair North

music-maker@sbcglobal.net

Tammy Tsai,

Strings Chair South

tammystsai@yahoo.com

Sarah Sandvig, 

Voice Chair North/South

sssongbird77@aol.com

Kim Zamjahn,

Wind Chair North

misskim4music@hotmail.com

Michelle Rumley, 

Winds Chair South

michellerumley@sbcglobal.net

*CCSR = 

CM Chair Computer Support Representative

Branch names from A – L: Peggy Taylor peggy09876@yahoo.com
Branch names from M – San Diego County: Melissa Mandeville

Msmelisma@surewest.net
Branch names from San Fernando – Yolo: Judi Sands-Pertel 

Jspmidi@aol.com
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CERTIFICATE OF MERIT -- EVALUATION REPORT
KEYBOARD -- YEAR 2010

Student First Name Last Name

CM Level School Grade Username Student #

Teacher # Branch Instrument:

Teacher fills in this column: EVALUATION RESULTS (Evaluator fills in this column:)

List piece chosen from the Syllabus: | Sight-Reading: EXCELLENT GOOD AVERAGE WEAK INCOMPLETE

Title: Technique: EXCELLENT GOOD AVERAGE WEAK INCOMPLETE
Composer: Repertoire: EXCELLENT GOOD  AVERAGE WEAK INCOMPLETE
Collection: All Solo Pieces Memorized: YES NO
Page in Syllabus: Performance: PASS  INELIGIBLE FOR CERT. NO-SHOW  REMAIN AT LEVEL
Optional Improvisation: YES NO
Optional Special Programs:
(to apply put dark X in box) Theory score Theory test below 80% Results entered online
I:l Branch Honors Recital: #54+ 5 5- 4+ 4 4- 3+ 3 3- 2+ 2 2- 1
(Student must be in: )
CMLevel  and above Title Composer
and Grade __ and above INELIGIBLE because

Convention Recital: (choose one) 5+ 5 5- 4+ 4 4 3+ 3 3- 2+ 2 2- 1

[] Festival (Levels m-Adv.) INELIGIBLE because: _
Sight-Reading and/or Technique scores too low.

I:l Theme (Levels III-Adv.) Not all solo pieces memorized and/or well-performed.
|:| New Materials (I-Adv.) ~ Piece does not meet recital requirements.

_ Piece exceeded time limits (Festival/New Materials=5 minutes,
I:l Ensemble (Levels II-Adv.) Theme/Ensemble=7 minutes).
Title ___ Student does not meet CM Level requirement.
Student did not bring an original published score for each piece performed.

Composer

Other:
s *If student is ineligible for any reason, do not give a rating

Exact Timing (min.:sec.)

. Proceed to Panel Finals: YES NO INELIGIBLE
Panel:

I:l Young Artist Guild: Proceed to YAG Finals: YES NO INELIGIBLE
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